Global
Adoption
of Plant
Biotechnology

“Prior to the use of biotech cotton, we had nominal production of about 20
quintals per acre and we faced many difficulties since income was inadequate.
But after we started planting biotech cotton, our lives are markedly different.
Our production has increased to 15-20 quintals per acre.”
– Gogineni Brahmayya, cotton farmer in Ravipadu Village, Andhra Pradesh
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Global Area of Biotech Crops
Million Hectares (1996-2011)
A record 16.7 million
farmers, in 29 countries,
planted 160 million
hectares (395 million
acres) in 2011, a
sustained increase of
8 percent or 12 million
hectares (30 million
acres) over 2010.

Source: International
Service for the Acquisition
of Agri-biotech Applications
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• F
 rom 1996 to 2011, farmers in 29 countries
worldwide planted more than 1.25 billion hectares
of biotech crops.1

• S
 ince Bt cotton was introduced, the number
of cotton farmers in India has increased by
60 percent.1

• O
 f the 16.7 million farmers growing biotech crops
in 2011, 15 million were smallholder farmers in
developing countries.1

• In 2011, for the first time, plantings of Bt cotton
in India surpassed the historical milestone of 10
million hectares, occupying 88 percent of the
record 12.1 million hectare cotton crop.4

• M
 ore than 90 percent of farmers repurchase
biotech seed year-after-year due to successful
results.3
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The Global Industry Coalition (GIC) receives input and direction from trade associations representing thousands of companies
from all over the world. Participants include associations representing and companies engaged in a variety of industrial
sectors such as plant science, seeds, agricultural biotechnology, food production, animal agriculture, human and animal
health care and the environment.

